
CAT area 2: moderate 

turbulence between 

FL280 and FL390

In-Cloud Turbulence and 

In-Cloud Icing area 13: 

moderate turbulence and 

moderate icing between 

FLXXX and FL160. 

XXX=below FL100

CB area 7: Isolated 

embedded CB, base 

below FL100, top 

FL250

High tropopause 

at FL420

Tropopause 

height at FL400

Low tropopause 

at FL290

WAFC: World Area 

Forecast Centre, a part 

of ICAO World Area 

Foreacst System 

(WAFS)

Change in wind speed 

+/- 20KT. Wind speed at 

the point: 110-20=90KT

MEDIUM LEVEL SIGNIFICANT WEATHER CHART (SWM – FL100-450)

SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS EXPLAINED

CAT: Clear Air Turbulence

JET STREAM: wind speed >=80KT

JET STREAM DEPTH: heights of 80KT 

isotach below and above jet core.

ISOL: Isolated – less than 1/8 coverage

OCNL: Occasional – 1/8 to 4/8 coverage

FRQ: Frequent – 5/8 to 8/8 coverage

Jet stream at FL360. 

Wind speed at the jet 

stream core 130KT. 



WAFC: World Area 

Forecast Centre, a part 

of ICAO World Area 

Foreacst System 

(WAFS)

HIGH LEVEL SIGNIFICANT WEATHER CHART (SWH – FL250-630)

SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS EXPLAINED
High tropopause 

at FL420

CB areas 1: 

Occasional embedded 

CB, base below 

FL250, top FL530
Low tropopause 

at FL290

Tropopause 

height at FL500

CAT: Clear Air Turbulence

JET STREAM: wind speed >=80KT

JET STREAM DEPTH: heights of 80KT 

isotach below and above jet core.

ISOL: Isolated – less than 1/8 coverage

OCNL: Occasional – 1/8 to 4/8 coverage

FRQ: Frequent – 5/8 to 8/8 coverage

CAT area 5: moderate 

turbulence between 

FL290 and FL370

Tropical storm (wind 

speed>=34KT)

Jet stream at FL350. 

Wind speed at the jet 

core 140KT. Depth: 

FL240 – FL480

Change in wind speed +/- 20KT. 

Wind speed at the point: 

110+20=130KT

Change in wind speed +/- 20KT. 

Wind speed at the point:       

170-20=150KT
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